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NEW YORK, NY (April 10, 2017) - On Monday at Le Parker Meridien in New York City, 
Unified Light Heavyweight World Champion Andre "SOG" Ward (31-0, 15 KOs) and former 
Unified Light Heavyweight World Champion Sergey "Krusher" Kovalev (30-1-1, 26 
KOs)formally addressed the media on their highly-anticipated rematch on Saturday, June 17 
at the Mandalay Bay Events Center in Las Vegas. The championship event, presented by 
Corona Extra, will be produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View® beginning at 9:00 
p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT.   
  
TIDAL members will have access to a special presale beginning on Wednesday, April 12 at 
1:00 p.m. ET/ 10:00 a.m. PT. Members can find details for purchasing tickets by visiting 
TIDAL.com/WardKovalev or by logging in to their TIDAL accounts via web browser, desktop 
app or mobile app. 
  
Fans already enrolled for email updates on MainEvents.com will receive an email with the 
presale information. Anyone interested in receiving the presale code can sign up for email 
updates at www.mainevents.com. 
  
M life Rewards loyalty members, Ticketmaster and AXS/AEG customers will receive access 
to a pre-sale scheduled from Wednesday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. PT to Friday, April 14 at 
9:59 a.m. PT. To join the M life Rewards program, or for more information, visit mlife.com. 
  
Tickets for Ward-Kovalev 2: "The Rematch" go on sale to the public on Friday, April 14 at 
1:00 p.m. ET/10:00 a.m. PT. Tickets priced at $1,255, $755, $505, $355, $255 and $105 not 
including applicable service charges will be available on axs.com and at the Mandalay Bay 
Events Center box office.  
  
Below is what the fighters and dais guests had to say at the press conference: 
 
Andre "S.O.G." Ward - Unified Light Heavyweight World Champion 
 
"I want to thank everybody for coming out today - the media, obviously, HBO, Peter Nelson 
and their whole team, these guys work tirelessly to get these kinds of things done. I 
appreciate my team, James Prince, Josh Dubin, Roc Nation and everyone at Roc Nation, JAY 
Z, Juan and Desiree Perez, Michael Yormark. It's important to have a good team. We talk a 
lot about fighting, we talk all about matchups, but when we talk about support, it's frowned 
upon. When we see fighters 10, 15, 20 years from now shuffling in a room, nothing to show 
what they fought for, that's okay. By the grace of God and by way of my team, that's not 
going to happen to me.  
  
"Unfortunately, there's perception and there's reality. Perception is every one thing that's 
written, every opinion but as you grow and learn this business, it's not about perception. 
Nobody can point to a fight where I turned. Not one point. That's not in my track record. So, 
I don't mind the perception. I don't care about Instagram. This is chess, not checkers. You 
can make all the rules you want to make, but it's about the checkmate. That's when the 
game is over.  
  
"My team is working on life after boxing. Educating me on the ins and outs. A lot of people 
talk about money, but they don't talk about the upside. They're not talking about the 
personal sponsorships for the fight, and your obligations for the sponsorship. They're not 
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talking about the television rights and foreign rights, the merchandise. 'Be tough, keep 
focus, destroy the fight'. I'm not with that man. I want the whole thing, I want to 
understand everything. The fight is not the end. 
  
"They have to understand, there's nothing scary about this man. You realize we just fought 
12 rounds four months ago? Everyone wants to highlight the knockdown, that's probably one 
of the most beautiful moments of my career. And did you guys see the other 10 rounds? 
Nobody's talking about that. But that's what makes us who we are. It's hard concrete down 
there, we don't want to fall. We've got another drive, we've got another gear we've got to 
tap into when we hit adversity and hit the cannons. You guys saw that, in the biggest 
moment of my career. 
  
"I didn't get to where I'm at because there's something unique about me. I didn't get to this 
point by happenstance. Some may not like it, but you got to respect it. You don't have to, 
but we've earned the position that we have. We don't mind being understated. The fight is 
academic. When my team green-lighted it, I said go ahead and announce it. The reality is, 
you've got to see me on June 17. That's the reality of the situation. I love to talk, it's all 
good. We knocked heads for 12 rounds, that's the reality of the situation. He felt me, he 
knows. On June 17, that's how we're going to do. We're going to get started a little early. 
Whether you're with me, or whether you're against me, tune in. Appreciate everybody's 
time. Don't miss this fight, June 17. You got what you asked for." 
 
Sergey "Krusher" Kovalev - Former Unified Light Heavyweight World Champion   
 
"Hello everyone. I am thankful the fight will take place on June 17. Well, will take place on 
paper for now. I'm appreciative of my team and Team Ward that this fight will actually 
happen. I want to apologize to my fans for my performance the last time but we're going to 
get this squared either way. We're going to see who is the best fighter. I'm very excited for 
June 17. The only thing I hope is that a week or two before the fight, Andre Ward does not 
get injured and he has enough balls to come out and fight me on June 17." 
 
Michael Yormark - Roc Nation President & Chief of Branding and Strategy 
 
"Legacies are built on seminal moments. When the lights shine brightest, when the 
challenge seems insurmountable, when the eyes of the world are on you - that is when great 
athletes see the rarest of opportunities to shape their legacy, to ensure that their name 
lives on. Evander Holyfield said, 'a champion shows who he is by what he does when he's 
tested'. Back in November the two best pound-for-pound fighters in the world tested each 
other like they had never been tested before in their careers. On that night, World 
Champion Andre Ward faced a defining moment and countered with an epic comeback 
victory over Sergey Kovalev. After that showdown, there was a lot of talk, a lot of debate, a 
lot of speculation, a lot of excuses. But on June 17 we put all of that talk to bed, because 
Ward-Kovalev 2: "The Rematch" is officially on, and from this day forward there will be no 
excuses.  
  
"Andre Ward is the best boxer in the world - there is simply no debate. He is undefeated, 
breathlessly talented, and has gladly taken on any fighter with the guts to face him. For 
Andre, this fight represents the final nail in the coffin for the rest of this division and his 
would-be competitors, and the latest feat in a career that can only be defined as flawless. 
For Sergey, he has a lot to prove, which may be why he's been so, let's call it active on 
social media. After falling short in November, Sergey has become his own personal hype 



machine. In one of his latest tweets he demanded Andre, 'pray to me'. Sergey, I think what 
you were trying to say was 'pray for me', which we all will do before you get back into the 
ring with Andre on June 17.  
  
"We return to Las Vegas where all big fights belong, live at the Mandalay Bay Events Center 
and on HBO Pay-Per-View. Roc Nation is proud to be the lead promoter of this global event, 
presented by Corona Extra and powered by Monster Products. This event would not have 
been possible without the support of Richard Sturm and Sid Greenfeig of MGM, and HBO's 
Peter Nelson and Tony Walker - I'd like to take this opportunity to specifically thank them. 
MGM and HBO are synonymous with the biggest and best boxing events and Roc Nation is 
honored to be working in partnership with them for yet another historic fight. I'd also like to 
thank our chairman JAY Z and President of Roc Nation Sports Juan Perez for their support of 
this sure to be epic event. Additionally, a big thank you to our presenting partner Corona 
Extra, as well as Monster Products. I would also like to acknowledge Le Parker Meridien for 
their support and hosting us here today. Despite what you read in some corners of the 
boxing world, this rematch was always inevitable, both fighters wanted it, both promoters 
wanted it and I would be remiss if I did not sincerely thank Main Events and Kathy and 
Nicole Duva for their professionalism and class in negotiating and finalizing the June 17 
fight. Last but certainly not least thank you to Team Ward - Andre, James Prince, Josh 
Dubin and Virgil Hunter - not only for once again putting your unblemished, championship 
record on the line under the bright lights of Sin City, but for being incredible partners 
throughout this process and the best ambassadors the sport of boxing could possibly ask for. 
Thank you." 
 
Kathy Duva - CEO of Main Events 
 
"Thank you, HBO, thank you Le Parker Meridien, Mandalay Bay and of course our sponsors, 
Corona and Monster. I'll make it short and sweet. My greatest hope for June 17 is that the 
winner wins this time. Sergey's going to do everything in his power to make sure there's no 
question on who that is. 
  
"I expect he's going to show us all how to get your titles back. And here he is, future light 
heavyweight champ of the world, Sergey Kovalev." 
 
James Prince - Manager of Andre Ward 
 
"I'd like to thank God for this opportunity, HBO, Peter Nelson. I'd like to thank Roc Nation, 
who has stood by us 1000%, solid as a Roc. We're looking forward to this fight coming up, 
David versus Goliath, part two. Like I said, the last time, and I reiterate the same thing 
because not much has changed, we've cracked the code. Sergey, your code has been 
cracked, we know who you are now. Come June 17, you will see one of the greatest fights 
ever. As I stated earlier in the interview with HBO, don't be surprised if Kovalev gets 
knocked out this fight. Don't you be surprised. So, we look forward to that moment and I 
notice that you've been real vocal about a lot of things, but you need to know, we don't 
have no fear. So, understand that, once again, the United States will be victorious against 
Russia as always." 
 
Josh Dubin - Manager of Andre Ward 
 
"This industry, unfortunately, has some nasty, ugly people in it that say and do nasty things 
and show their behind too much. A lot of the things you hear about our beautiful sport is 



true. I'm so fortunate to have been blessed by kings, that have enriched my life, to be able 
to grow and get to know these men. James Prince and Andre Ward have been all class and 
dignity and professional. They don't need to tell you what you think might sell a fight, or 
what you think people might want to hear, but just what's real. What a breath of fresh air. I 
thank both of you for enriching my life and allowing me to grow on this journey with you.  
  
"We're always hearing about role models, and why aren't athletes role models - well look no 
further. You've got a family man who is spiritual, you can't bait him and get him to say what 
you think he should say or want him to say because you curse him out on social media. We're 
not into all that, these are kings over here. You can keep tweeting on your phone over 
there, but we won already. We won in life, we won in this sport, and we're just going to 
continue winning. This is a formality at this point. A formality. So, you can cry and complain 
and all that, but that's what bullies do when they don't get their way. Bullies make excuses, 
bullies try to intimidate when they don't get their way. Bullies of all sorts, in the ring and in 
business. Well, you didn't get your way, you ain't getting your way and you're not going to 
get your way. Period. The reason that probably is, if we bring in spirituality, is the moral arc 
of the universe does bend towards good and greatness and kings. So, with that, I say this: 
you want to tune in to this one, because you'll want to be able to say, 'I got to see the best 
fighter to ever walk in the ring, fight again and conquer again'. Don't miss it. Thank you." 
 
Daniel Bagdasarov - Egis Klimas's Assistant  
 
"I want to thank the media and MGM. He's happy about the rematch and that it actually 
happened. We're excited about it, we're ready. Thank you to all the promotions that have 
gone into the fight, thank you HBO for making this happen. Thank you so much." 
 
Peter Nelson - Executive Vice President, HBO Sports 
 
"I want to thank all the media for being here, this fight came together initially because of 
what you asked for. First and foremost, I want to thank the fighters, Andre Ward and Sergey 
Kovalev. The two of them at the zenith of their careers and the apex of their undefeated 
records deciding to get in the ring against one another, and that's exactly the expectation 
that fight fans should have. It's something to be celebrated and we're excited we are going 
to have the rematch on June 17.  
  
"Again, these two men decided they want to step up and fight each other, the controversy 
of time when a lot of fighters walk the other way from one another. Some fights, they're so 
good, the fighters earn each other's respect. Some fights are so great that the fighters earn 
each other's disrespect. I'll let all of you decide which one this is.  
  
"I think that what we've seen over the past few months is people arguing more and more 
about who actually won that fight. Again, the credit is to the fighters because every second 
of the first fight, they were there to compete. Every second of this rematch, they're going 
to be there again. There is too much at stake, in terms of legacy and in terms of pound 
stature, in terms of this moment and the future. What we know to expect is that on June 
17, the stuff of HBO PPV legend gets made. Sergey Kovalev and champion Andre Ward are 
going to do everything in their power to bring home the belt." 
  
Ward vs. Kovalev 2: "The Rematch," a 12-round mega-fight for the WBO/IBF/WBA Light 
Heavyweight World Championships, is presented by Roc Nation Sports, Main Events, Andre 
Ward Promotions, Krusher Promotions and Corona Extra, and is sponsored by Monster 



Products and Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino. The championship event takes place 
Saturday, June 17 at the Mandalay Bay Events Center in Las Vegas and will be produced and 
distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View® beginning at 9:00 p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT.  

 

 

### 

ABOUT ROC NATION SPORTS  

Roc Nation Sports, a sub-division of Roc Nation, launched in spring 2013. Founder Shawn 
"JAY Z" Carter's love of sports led to the natural formation of Roc Nations Sports, supporting 
athletes in the same way Roc Nation has been working alongside and advocating for artists 
in the music industry for years. Roc Nation Sports focuses on elevating athletes' career on a 
global scale both on and off the field. Roc Nation Sports conceptualizes and executes 
marketing and endorsement deals, community outreach, charitable tie-ins, media relations 
and brand strategy. Roc Nation Sports launched its boxing division, a full service 
promotional company which represents Five-Time World Champion Miguel Cotto and Unified 
Light Heavyweight World Champion Andre Ward, in August 2014. Roc Nation Sports' roster 
includes premiere athletes such as Robinson Cano, Skylar Diggins, Kevin Durant, Geno Smith, 
Victor Cruz, CC Sabathia, James Young, Dez Bryant, Ndamukong Suh, Rusney Castillo, Yoenis 
Cespedes, Jaelen Strong, Todd Gurley, Wilson Chandler, Erick Aybar, Justise Winslow, Willie 
Cauley-Stein, Jerome Boateng, Miguel Sano, CJ Prosise, Ronnie Stanley, Henry Ellenson, 
Caris LeVert, Mike Gbinije, Melvin Ingram, Rudy Gay, Ty Lawson, Leonard Fournette, Juju-
Smith-Schuster, Isaac Rochell and Josh Hart. 

ABOUT MAIN EVENTS PROMOTIONS 

Main Events is internationally recognized as one of the top boxing promotional firms in the 
world. Main Events has promoted boxing legends Evander Holyfield, Arturo Gatti, Lennox 
Lewis, Pernell Whitaker and many more. Main Events was founded in 1978 by Hall-of-Fame 
promoter Dan Duva, who passed away in 1996, and is now run by his widow Kathy Duva. 
Main Events is committed to promoting quality fights that boxing fans want to see. 
Currently, Main Events promotes a stacked roster of international contenders, including 
former WBO, IBF and WBA Light Heavyweight World Champion Sergey "Krusher" Kovalev. 
Main Events gained a reputation throughout the 80's and 90's as the sport's number one 
incubator for new talent. Nearly 40 years after the company's birth, Main Events is still 
turning out boxing stars and future world champions. 

ABOUT THE MANDALAY BAY EVENTS CENTER 

Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino is set on 120 lush acres featuring Mandalay Bay Beach, a 
tropical pool paradise with real sand. The Mandalay Bay Events Center, award-winning 
restaurants, exhilarating entertainment, unique shopping, Shark Reef Aquarium and the 
recently expanded 2-million-square-foot Mandalay Bay Convention Center combine to make 
Mandalay Bay a distinctive Las Vegas resort destination. The resort offers three distinct 
hotel experiences: Mandalay Bay with 3,211 luxurious rooms and suites reflecting a modern 
tropical ambiance; Four Seasons Hotel, a AAA Five Diamond hotel offering 424 rooms and 
suites; and the luxury all-suite Delano Las Vegas. Mandalay Bay is an indirect wholly owned 
subsidiary of MGM Resorts International (NYSE: MGM). For more information and 
reservations, visit mandalaybay.com, call toll free at (877) 632-7800 or find us on Facebook 
and Twitter. 
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ABOUT CONSTELLATION BRANDS 

Constellation Brands (NYSE: STZ and STZ.B), a Fortune 500® company, is a leading 
international producer and marketer of beer, wine and spirits with operations in the U.S., 
Mexico, Canada, New Zealand and Italy. Constellation is the No. 3 beer company in the U.S. 
with high-end, iconic imported brands such as Corona Extra, Corona Light, Modelo Especial, 
Modelo Negra and Pacifico. The company's beer portfolio also includes Ballast Point, one of 
the most awarded craft brewers in the U.S. In addition, Constellation is the world's leader in 
premium wine, selling great brands that people love, including Robert Mondavi, Clos du 
Bois, Kim Crawford, Meiomi, Mark West, Franciscan Estate, Ruffino and The Prisoner. The 
company's premium spirits brands include SVEDKA Vodka, Casa Noble Tequila, and High West 
Whiskey. 

Based in Victor, N.Y., the company believes that industry leadership involves a commitment 
to brand building, our trade partners, the environment, our investors and to consumers 
around the world who choose our products when celebrating big moments or enjoying quiet 
ones. Founded in 1945, Constellation has grown to become a significant player in the 
beverage alcohol industry with more than 100 brands in its portfolio, about 40 facilities and 
approximately 8,000 talented employees. We express our company vision: to elevate life 
with every glass raised. To learn more, visit www.cbrands.com. 

Follow the conversation using #WardKovalev. Follow us: 

  

 

    

 
 

www.andresogward.com  @AndreWard @AndreSogWard /AndreSogWard   

www.kovalboxer.com  @KrusherKovalev @SergeyKovalev_Official /thekrusher /kovalboxer 

www.throneboxing.com  @RocNation @RocNation /RocNation /RocNation 

www.mainevents.com  @Main_Events @Main_Events /MainEventsBoxing /MEBoxingSeries 

www.insidehboboxing.com  @HBOboxing @HBOboxing /HBOboxing /HBOsports 

www.mandalaybay.com @MandalayBay @MandalayBay /MandalayBay   
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 

Roc Nation Sports: Lauren Menache, lauren@berkcommunications.com, 212-889-0440 

Roc Nation Sports: Marina Bui, (212) 889-0440, marina@berkcommunications.com 

Main Events: Ellen Haley, ehaley@mainevents.com, 973-903-6715 

HBO:  Patrick Bryne, patrick.byrne@hbo.com, 212-512-1361 

MGM:  Scott Ghertner, sghertner@mgmresorts.com,  702-692-6750 

MGM: Lisa Campos, 702-692-6726, lcampos@mgmresorts.com 
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