ROBERT EASTER JR. AND RANCES BARTHELEMY MEET
IN WBA LIGHTWEIGHT TITLE FIGHT SATURDAY, APRIL 27
LIVE ON SHOWTIME®
Viktor Postol And France’s Mohamed Mimoune Battle in 140-Pound Title
Eliminator Plus Rising Heavyweight Sensation
Efe Ajagba Meets Once-Beaten Michael Wallisch on
SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING® Tripleheader
Presented by Premier Boxing Champions from The Chelsea Inside The
Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
Tickets on Sale Monday, April 1!
LAS VEGAS - (March 29, 2019) - Former lightweight world champion Robert Easter Jr. and former twodivision champion Rances Barthelemy will meet for the vacant WBA Lightweight Title on Saturday, April
27 live on SHOWTIME from The Chelsea inside of The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas and presented by
Premier Boxing Champions.
SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING coverage begins at 10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT and will also feature
former super lightweight champion Viktor Postol taking on France’s Mohamed Mimoune in a WBC
super lightweight title eliminator, while rising heavyweight sensation Efe Ajagba looks to remain
unbeaten against once-beaten German Michael Wallisch in a 10-round heavyweight attraction.
Easter vs. Barthelemy pits two highly skilled and explosive former 135-pound champions against each
other as they look to grab a title and vault themselves back into the top echelon of the lightweight
division.
Easter will return to the ring for the first time since losing his IBF title in a unification showdown with WBC
Champion and pound-for-pound great Mikey Garcia last July on SHOWTIME. Barthelemy is undefeated
at 135 pounds and returns to the lightweight division for his second fight since losing a 140-pound title
rematch to Kiryl Relikh last March on SHOWTIME.
“Two former champions looking to reclaim their championship status speaks for itself in terms of the
action and will to win that Easter and Barthelemy will bring on April 27,” said Leonard Ellerbe, CEO of
Mayweather Promotions. “Both guys have already proven that they have what it takes to take care of
business at this level. The eliminator bout, with Postol bringing his experience and Mohamed looking to
take advantage of the opportunity, is a great lead-in to the main event attraction. Plus, Efe Ajagba will
bring his A+ game in pursuit of a victory over Michael Wallisch. The fans in attendance at the
Cosmopolitan here in Las Vegas, and tuning in on SHOWTIME, are in for a treat.”

“Easter vs. Barthelemy is a true 50-50 fight that will end with one of these fighters leaving the ring with
one of the top spots in the lightweight division,” said Tom Brown, President of TGB Promotions. “Both are
former world champions at lightweight and possess the styles and attributes that should make this an
action-packed match. Combined with a very competitive title eliminator between Viktor Postol and
Mohamed Mimoune, plus the can’t-miss punching power of Efe Ajagba, this is going to be a dramatic
night on SHOWTIME and at the Cosmopolitan in Las Vegas.”
Tickets for the live event, which is promoted by Mayweather Promotions and TGB Promotions in
association with About Billions Promotions, go on sale Monday, April 1, and can be purchased at
www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com or through Ticketmaster.
The 28-year-old Easter (21-1, 14 KOs) won the IBF Lightweight Championship in 2016 by edging an
exciting split-decision against then-unbeaten and current IBF titleholder Richard Commey. After two
successful title defenses in his hometown of Toledo, Ohio, Easter defeated former champion Javier
Fortuna by decision in a January 2018 fight in SHOWTIME.
That victory set up a unification with WBC champion Mikey Garcia, in which Easter survived an early
knockdown to push Garcia the full 12 rounds before coming up short on the scorecards. At 5-foot-11,
Easter has continued to show the combination of size, skill and athleticism that made him a highly
regarded prospect following an amateur career that featured a spot as an alternate on the 2012 U.S.
Olympic team.
"I’ve wanted to fight Barthelemy since he had the lightweight title and vacated it, and now I have the
chance," said Easter. "He has an awkward style and I'm up for that challenge. I am still coming in as the
taller fighter with a reach advantage and I’ll use it to make this fight go how I want it to. He is a former
world champion and he is coming to bring it just like I am."
A decorated Cuban amateur who hails from a boxing family that includes his older brother, Olympic Gold
Medalist Yan, and younger brother, unbeaten featherweight Leduan, Rances Barthelemy (27-1, 14 KOs)
will return to lightweight to vie against one of the best fighters in the division. The 32-year-old now trains
in Las Vegas and previously captured a 135-pound belt by defeating Denis Shafikov in December 2015.
Barthelemy won a 130-pound championship by defeating Argenis Mendez in 2014 and attempted to
become the first Cuban three-division champion when he moved up to 140-pounds for his first fight
against Relikh, a title eliminator that he won by decision. After dropping the rematch to Relikh in a vacant
title fight on SHOWTIME, Barthelemy returned to the ring in December and stopped Robert Frankel.
“I’m looking forward to a great fight against Robert Easter Jr,” said Barthelemy. “I know I have what it
takes to beat him and capture another title and become a three-time world champ. My best
performances have come at 135 pounds. Both of us are former world champions who are hungry and
will give the fans a sensational night of boxing. I’ve never lost at lightweight and that will continue on
April 27. Don’t miss this fight on SHOWTIME. It’s now or never!”
Originally from Ukraine, but now fighting out of Los Angeles, Postol (30-2, 12 KOs) previously earned a
140-pound world title by knocking out Lucas Matthysse in 2015. The 35-year-old dropped the title in a
unification showdown with Terence Crawford in 2016 before bouncing back by defeating then unbeaten
Jamshidbek Najmiddinov. Last June he dropped a decision to unbeaten contender Josh Taylor and most
recently he defeated Siar Ozgul in November.
The 31-year-old Mimoune (21-2, 2 KOs) has fought professionally since 2010 and will be making his U.S.
debut against Postol on April 27. Representing Haute-Garonne, France, he is unbeaten in his last 10
fights dating back to 2014. His last five victories have come in 12-round decisions, including two last year
over then unbeaten Emiliano Dominguez and most recently against Franck Petitjean.

Nigeria’s Ajagba (9-0, 8 KOs) gained notoriety last August 24 when his opponent, Curtis Harper, walked
out of the ring after touching gloves to start the first round. The 24-year-old, 2016 Nigerian Olympian won
the fight without throwing a punch as Harper was disqualified. In his last fight Ajagba, who lives in
Stafford, Texas and trains with Ronnie Shields, defeated his toughest competition to date by stopping
longtime contender Amir Mansour after two rounds.
Fighting out of Munich, Germany, Wallisch (19-1, 12 KOs) won his first 19 pro fights after turning pro in
2010, including a German heavyweight title-winning performance in 2013 against Alexander Kahl. The
33-year-old fought three times last year, picking up two knockout victories before losing to Christian
Hammer in December.
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For more information visit www.SHO.com/Sports, www.PremierBoxingChampions.com, follow on Twitter
@ShowtimeBoxing, @PremierBoxing, @MayweatherPromo, @TGBPromotions and @Swanson_Comm
or become a fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOBoxing,
www.Facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions, and www.facebook.com/MayweatherPromotions.
CONTACTS:
Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com
Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com
Nicole Craig, Mayweather Promotions: (702) 807-1788
TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001
SHOWTIME Sports: (212) 708-1339
Steve Pratt, BZA: (310) 408-4555
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas: pr@cosmopolitanlasvegas.com

