
  

 

Errol Spence Jr. vs. Carlos Ocampo  
Dallas Press Conference Quotes & Photos 

 

 

  
Welterweight World Champion Makes Homecoming Defense at  

Dallas Cowboys Facility Saturday, June 16 Against  
Unbeaten Mandatory Challenger 

  
Live on SHOWTIME at The Star in Frisco, Texas  

in an Event Presented by Premier Boxing Champions 

  
Click HERE for Photos from Esther Lin/SHOWTIME 

 

  
FRISCO, TEXAS (May 2, 2018) - Welterweight world champion Errol Spence Jr. received a champions' 
welcome in his hometown Wednesday at Dallas Cowboys World Headquarters at a press conference to 
discuss his homecoming defense Saturday, June 16 live on SHOWTIME against unbeaten Carlos Ocampo 
at Ford Center at The Star in Frisco in an event presented by Premier Boxing Champions.  
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Spence and Ocampo were welcomed with personalized Dallas Cowboys jerseys and an appearance from 
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders at The Star as Spence prepares to make his first hometown world title 
defense. He last fought in Dallas in November 2015 but will now have a chance to excite his hometown fans 
in the first boxing event to take place inside Ford Center.  
  
Tickets for the event, which is promoted by TGB Promotions in association with Man Down Promotions, 
go on sale Friday, May 4 at 10 a.m. CT and can be purchased at www.SeatGeek.com.  
  
Here is what the press conference participants had to say Wednesday from the Dallas Cowboys 
Headquarters Atrium Interview Room at the Star: 
  
ERROL SPENCE JR. 
  
"This is a big opportunity for me. This has been a lifelong dream of mine. I can't wait to fight in front of my 
hometown fans that have been rooting for me since the amateurs. It's great to bring this event to Ford Center. 
I'm happy to defend my title against a great contender like Ocampo and I hope everyone comes out and 
supports their champion. 
  
"I don't think there's any extra pressure fighting in my hometown. It's just added motivation. Real pressure 
was fighting against 30,000 fans in the champion's hometown for my first title against Kell Brook. This is me 
fighting in front of people who love me and who have seen me grow up as a boxer. I can't wait to put on a 
show for them.  
  
"Everybody poses a challenge in the ring. Ocampo is tough. He's young and this is something he's been 
fighting for his whole life. I know he's coming to fight. Mexican fighters have a great tradition. They come to 
fight and they don't back down. I know he's going to give it his all and that gets me motivated. 
  
"My motto is 'Man Down' and I have to live up to it. I don't go in looking for the knockout, but I let it happen 
naturally. I let it come to me and we're definitely going to let it happen on fight night.  
  
"I feel like I've definitely earned this hometown fight. To go to another country and fight a champion in his 
hometown, and to win the belt, I think I deserve to defend my belt in front of my fans.  
  
"It's going to be a great feeling being at this venue on fight night. When I was a kid, I thought I was going to 
be playing for the Cowboys. So this is just going to be a wonderful opportunity. I've already talked to a lot of 
Cowboys players who are excited to come see me fight.  
  
"I do believe I'm the best welterweight in boxing right now. I've been trying to prove it for a long time. I'm 
never looking past anyone, but I'd love to fight Danny Garcia, Shawn Porter and when he's back, Keith 
Thurman. I'm ready to fight the best in the division and prove I reign supreme over all of them." 
  
CARLOS OCAMPO 
  
"I know that this is a great opportunity to be fighting here in Spence's hometown. That's a plus for me and it 
motivates me. I'm going to be ready to fight for 12 rounds.  
  
"It's supposed to be tough with the crowd against me and I know I'm the underdog, but my mind is only on the 
fight. I'm just fighting one man, not a whole crowd. I know that I have what it takes.  
  
"Spence is a very smart and tough fighter, but he doesn't scare me. I've been working for this for too long and 
I will be 100 percent ready to win.  
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"I've had a very tough preparation and a very long camp. We've been sparring southpaws to prepare and so 
far everything has been smooth. 
  
"Being here I am even more excited and more motivated to push hard these last weeks of training camp and 
come into this fight at my absolute best.  
  
"I have been the underdog before and I'm prepared to once again overcome that. I'm not worried about what 
anybody else thinks of me or this fight. My mind is only on winning and being prepared to do whatever I have 
to.  
  
"He can talk about knocking me out all he wants but I'm here too and I'm ready to knock him out on June 16." 
  
DERRICK JAMES, Spence's Trainer 
  
"Being at home, this fight is going to be about Errol keeping his focus and staying task. He's always been 
able to do that. He's motivated and driven. He's the guy that you have to drag away from the gym.  
  
"I never looked ahead to moments like this with Errol, from the beginning we just grinded away day by day. I 
was focused on enhancing his skillset and that's what we're still doing to this day. 
  
"I'm able to keep my feelings bottled up until after a fight, because being at home there can be a lot of 
distractions. But of course, this event being here in Dallas is phenomenal. I'm most excited that my two 
daughters will be able to come to the fight.  
  
"Errol has been training extremely hard like he always does. On the first day of sparring he did 15 rounds with 
[WBC 154-pound champion] Jermell Charlo and [unbeaten light heavyweight] Adrian Taylor.  
  
"The two of us just have to stay focused and everything comes naturally. It's going to be a great show for this 
city and a great night for Errol." 
  
STEPHEN ESPINOZA, President, Sports and Event Programming, Showtime Networks, Inc. 
  
"SHOWTIME is the home of the biggest fights and brightest stars in boxing, so we are particularly thrilled to 
be here at the home of the best professional franchise in sports, the Dallas Cowboys. We're proud to be 
bringing the first boxing event ever inside of the Ford Center and we can't wait to show off these facilities on 
SHOWTIME in June. 
  
"This is the first world title fight in Dallas in quite some time and I can't think of anyone better to bring that 
here with than Errol Spence Jr. It's fitting that the NFL Draft was here last week, because I think that if boxing 
had a draft, there's a good argument Errol Spence Jr. would be the number one pick. He's top pound-for-
pound champion, he's a popular draw and he's in boxing's most talent-rich division. He has the 'Trainer of the 
Year' in his corner and has won 10 straight fights by knockout, from contender to champion. That is the sign 
of a truly great fighter.  
  
"The great thing about boxing and for Carlos Ocampo, is that none of those accolades matter on June 16. 
Rankings, opinions and belts don't matter. It's just two guys in a ring and only one man will win. He's spent 
his whole life working for this opportunity and I believe that will make this an exciting event.  
  
"As a Texas-native, I know that Dallas is a football town, it's a good town for all sports but at its heart, Dallas 
is a football town. But I have great confidence that on June 16, Dallas will be a great boxing town as well." 

 
 



TOM BROWN, President of TGB Promotions 
  
"With IBF Welterweight World Champion Errol Spence Jr. making his homecoming debut at this great venue, 
the Headquarters of the Dallas Cowboys, I know that this is going to be a hot ticket and one you'll want to 
purchase right way. 
  
"A lot of hard work went into getting this event together at this great venue and we're thrilled to be working 
with the team here at Ford Center to bring it to the fight fans of this city. 
  
"Errol Spence is one of most talked about fighters in the sport. Many consider him the best welterweight and 
perhaps the best fighter in the world. He's also made it known that he's willing to prove that and fight the best 
in the division. But he can't afford to look past this young undefeated challenger from Mexico, in Carlos 
Ocampo. He's fought his whole life for this opportunity and is here to make the most of it. It's going to be a 
great night and a great homecoming for Errol Spence Jr. on June 16." 
  
STEPHEN JONES, Chief Operating Officer of the Dallas Cowboys 
  
"These are two really special young men on this stage and this is the kind of event that we had in mind when 
we opened The Star. To be able to have great athletes like these as part of unique events at The Star is 
something we're very excited about. 
  
"We like to create versatility for this venue and we want to bring all types of sporting events here. This doesn't 
happen without the city of Frisco and the Frisco independent school district. We're also honored to partner 
with TGB Promotions and Premier Boxing Champions for this groundbreaking announcement. 
  
"It's known how energetic the sport of boxing is, but to be able to host Errol Spence Jr. and have him 
represent our city will be an unforgettable experience for all. Carlos Ocampo is a quality opponent who is also 
unbeaten. I admire both of you men and I look forward to watching you on June 16." 
  

#          #          # 
  
About The Star 
The Star is the 91-acre campus of the Dallas Cowboys World Headquarters and practice facility in Frisco, 
Texas. Developed as a first-of-its-kind partnership between the City of Frisco and Frisco ISD, The Star 
features Ford Center, a 12,000-seat stadium that hosts Frisco ISD football games and other events; Cowboys 
Fit, a 60,000 square-foot gym developed in partnership with leading fitness developer, Mark Mastrov; and 
Cowboys Club, a members-only club where the country club meets the NFL; The Omni Frisco Hotel, a 16-
floor, 300-room luxury hotel; Baylor Scott & White Sports Therapy & Research at The Star, a 300,000 square-
foot center of excellence for sports medicine set to open in 2018; as well as a variety of shopping, dining and 
nightlife options. For more information on The Star, visit: http://thestarinfrisco.com. 
  
For more information visit www.sho.com/sports , www.premierboxingchampions.com and 
www.thestarinfrisco.com. Follow us on Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @ErrolSpenceJr, @PremierBoxing, 
@TGBPromotions, @TheStarinFrisco and @Swanson_Comm  or become a fan on Facebook 
at www.Facebook.com/SHOBoxing and www.Facebook.com/thestarfrisco. PBC is sponsored by Corona 
Extra, La Cerveza Mas Fina.  
  
  
CONTACTS:   
 

Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500 
Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 
TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 
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Chris DeBlasio, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1633 
Matt Donovan, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-1663 
Flo Jocou, Showtime Networks Inc.: (212) 708-7319 
Steve Pratt, BZA PR for SHOWTIME: (310) 408-4555 
Joe Trahan, Dallas Cowboys Public Relations: (972) 497-4552 
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  

  
 

 


