
 

  

EXPLOSIVE HEAVYWEIGHT SHOWDOWN,  

JUNIOR FEATHERWEIGHT TITLE FIGHT  

& BATTLE OF UNBEATEN RISING CONTENDERS  

ADDED TO WILDER VS. FURY II PPV UNDERCARD  
  

Former Heavyweight Champion Charles Martin Battles Former Title Challenger 

Gerald Washington in Title Eliminator in Co-Main Event 

  
Junior Featherweight World Champion Emanuel Navarrete Defends His Title 

Against the Philippines' Jeo Santisima in PPV Featured Bout 

& Super Welterweight Sensation Sebastian Fundora Opens PPV  

in Battle Against 2016 Australian Olympian Daniel Lewis  

  
Saturday, February 22 in Historic Mega PPV Event from the  

MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas 

  
LAS VEGAS (January 30, 2020) - Three exciting, high-stakes showdowns have been added to the PPV 

undercard for the historic, mega PPV event headlined by the highly anticipated rematch between unbeaten WBC 

Heavyweight World Champion Deontay "The Bronze Bomber" Wilder and undefeated lineal champion Tyson 

"The Gypsy King" Fury taking place Saturday, February 22 from the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas.  
  
In the co-main event, former heavyweight world champion Charles Martin will square off against former title 

challenger Gerald "El Gallo Negro" Washington in a 12-round IBF Heavyweight Title eliminator. The PPV 

begins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT and includes the PPV featured bout as WBO Junior Featherweight World 

Champion Emanuel "Vaquero" Navarrete, a.k.a "The Mexican Iron Man" defends his title against Filipino 

contender Jeo Santisima. In the PPV opener, super welterweight sensation Sebastian "The Towering Inferno" 

Fundora will face 2016 Australian Olympian Daniel Lewis in a 10-round battle of unbeatens. 
  
Tickets for the event are on sale now and can be purchased at www.mgmgrand.com or www.axs.com. The event 

is promoted by BombZquad Promotions, TGB Promotions, Top Rank and Frank Warren's Queensberry 

Promotions. A Premier Boxing Champions presentation. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DaFCtyODYQJWoqdrD5vNXLytgrrPsDqQJsSK3Q5NdP-O1fBplIOYePf-yETiluabo5Y3r5W5iczRMl75kMpgth9FcvPXQipqkT-HaH69HPx_mSyAK6GHCsaLH_O8tKM6iJMhRhpEo7WQRsscvHB7gXmLbJT-wzgql4gL0yxMMck=&c=Q_0FWXLnZ8V3WwkgyDDDgYha0H7VyTUPP-lFgpBmSi5zcRZeqZcvTg==&ch=zG96116v7hcqm-tjHGbQ4AyiqZtDerQawod6XvoX3ejBeL3YTabX5g==
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The 33-year-old Martin (27-2-1, 24 KOs) became heavyweight champion in January 2016 when he won by TKO 

against then unbeaten Vyacheslav Glazkov. After losing his title to Anthony Joshua, Martin has won four of his 

last five fights, with all of his wins coming inside the distance. Originally from St. Louis, now living in Las Vegas 

and currently training in Southern California with Manny Robles, Martin bounced back from a narrow decision 

defeat to Adam Kownacki in 2018 to earn victories in 2019 against Gregory Corbin in March and Daniel Martz in 

July.  
  
"It is great to be back on the big stage," said Martin. "Wilder vs. Fury II is the biggest heavyweight fight in a long 

time and it's great to be on the PPV.  February 22 will get me one step closer to my goal of becoming two-time 

heavyweight champion. Gerald Washington is standing in my way, so it's my job to go right through him toward 

my ultimate goal." 
  
Washington (20-3-1, 13 KOs) is a six-foot-six heavyweight contender who was a former college football standout 

at the University of Southern California and a U.S. Navy veteran. Born in San Jose, California, Washington scored 

an impressive victory in his last outing, knocking out veteran contender Robert Helenius in July. Washington was 

unbeaten in his first 19 pro fights, before dropping his world title challenge against Deontay Wilder in February 

2017. 
  
"This title eliminator is a very big opportunity for me and I'm going to do everything in my power to win on 

February 22," said Washington. "I have the right team behind me and the right mindset. I've known Martin my 

whole career and we even spent some time working together in the ring. I'm going to be at my best and I expect 

the same from him. It's an honor to be a part of an event like this. Deontay and Tyson are both characters and I'm 

glad I can be a part of what's going to be a great night of boxing on February 22." 
  
Representing San Juan Zitlaltepec, Distrito Federal, México, Navarrete (30-1, 26 KOs) captured his 122-pound 

title by defeating Isaac Dogboe in December 2018, and emphatically retained the title by stopping Dogboe in the 

final round of their rematch in May 2019. The 25-year-old stayed busy after securing the title, scoring stoppage 

victories in successful title defenses in August, September and most recently in December, when he knocked out 

Francisco Horta in Mexico. He is boxing's most active world champion, as the Santisima bout will be his fifth title 

defense in nine months. 
  
"I am motivated to make my fifth defense in less than a year and especially because I'm proud to be part of a 

historic card headlined by Wilder vs. Fury II," said Navarrete. "This is a great opportunity to put on an exhibition 

for the fans and showcase my talent once again. I'm very grateful to my promoters, Bob Arum and Fernando 

Beltran, for giving me these opportunities." 
  
The 23-year-old Santisima (19-2, 16 KOs) turned pro in 2013 as a 16-year-old and has not lost a fight since his 

fourth career contest in 2014. A native of Masbate City, Philippines, Santisima will ride a 17-fight winning streak 

into his U.S. debut and his first world title opportunity on February 22. His 2019 campaign saw him deliver 

victories over Alvius Maufani in August and Rene Dacquel in December.  
  
"I really appreciate this opportunity, as this has been my dream since I was a kid," said Santisima. "For this fight, I 

will train and prepare to become the new champion. I don't feel any pressure. I will just do my best on fight night 

to show the world who I am. I heard and read the news that this fight is a mismatch, but I will do my best to give a 

great fight." 
  
Towering at nearly six-feet six-inches, Fundora (13-0-1, 9 KOs) has used his height and length, combined with 

power and aggressiveness, to rack up an unbeaten record since turning pro in 2016. Fighting out of Coachella, 

California, Fundora fought three times in 2019, including TKO victories over then unbeaten fighters Donnie 

Marshall and Hector Manuel Zepeda. The 22-year-old most recently fought to an exciting split-draw against fellow 

contender Jamontay Clark in August.  



  
A 2016 Olympian representing his native Sydney, Australia, Lewis (6-0, 4 KOs) was unbeaten in 2019, his first 

year as a professional. The 26-year-old picked up his first five wins between his debut in March and his U.S. 

debut in November where he defeated Alexis Gaytan. Most recently, Lewis knocked out then unbeaten Rivo 

Kundimang in December.  
  

#          #          # 
  
For more information: visit www.premierboxingchampions.com, 

www.toprank.com, http://www.foxsports.com/presspass/homepage, www.foxdeportes.com and 

www.espn.com/boxing, follow on Twitter @PremierBoxing, @trboxing, @PBConFOX, @FOXSports, 

@FOXDeportes, @ESPN, @ESPNRingside, @TGBPromotions, and @Swanson_Comm or become a fan on 

Facebook at www.Facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions, www.Facebook.com/trboxing, 

www.facebook.com/foxsports, www.facebook.com/foxdeportes and www.facebook.com/espn.  
  
CONTACTS:  
 

Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com 
TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 
Tim Smith, Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 
Evan Korn, Top Rank: (516) 510-6014, ekorn@toprank.com 
Gardy Lopez, Top Rank: (787)-246-3668, Glopez@toprank.com      
John Stouffer, FOX Sports: john.stouffer@fox.com 
Benjamin Spencer, FOX Deportes: benjamin.spencer@fox.com 
Ardi Dwornik, ESPN: 646-547-5612, ardi.r.dwornik@espn.com 
Santa Brito, ESPN: 646-547-5602, santa.brito@espn.com 
Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6700 
Media Credentials: www.magnamedia.com 

  
  

 

 

http://www.premierboxingchampions.com/
http://www.toprank.com/
http://www.foxsports.com/presspass/homepage
http://www.foxdeportes.com/
http://www.espn.com/boxing
http://www.facebook.com/PremierBoxingChampions
http://www.facebook.com/trboxing
http://www.facebook.com/foxsports
http://www.facebook.com/foxdeportes
http://www.facebook.com/espn
mailto:contact@swansonpr.com
mailto:timothy@haymonboxing.com
mailto:ekorn@toprank.com
mailto:Glopez@toprank.com
mailto:john.stouffer@fox.com
mailto:benjamin.spencer@fox.com
mailto:ardi.r.dwornik@espn.com
mailto:santa.brito@espn.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DaFCtyODYQJWoqdrD5vNXLytgrrPsDqQJsSK3Q5NdP-O1fBplIOYePtpJZ7jAf3xFN16FPRK-hHQDBlKtcwwnTmsijgvjXNKtOfFkQCbcKQp7ujrn7pASMAsB7Rav2buwtU4d-w0imYQr3_MMJvnImd3EC2vYYsOyBuPOfkAuJk=&c=Q_0FWXLnZ8V3WwkgyDDDgYha0H7VyTUPP-lFgpBmSi5zcRZeqZcvTg==&ch=zG96116v7hcqm-tjHGbQ4AyiqZtDerQawod6XvoX3ejBeL3YTabX5g==

