
 
  
  

MANNY PACQUIAO 

IS BACK IN TRAINING AND 

BACK ON THE JOB IN THE SENATE! 

  
Pacman Pushes Himself in the Gym 

and Pushes His Senate Bill 1599 

to Raise Excise Tax on Tobacco Products 

  

 
 

  

 



            MANILA (November 30, 2018) -- With speaking engagements to the students of the Oxford 

Union and the Cambridge Union and a whirlwind U.S. media tour to announce his WBA welterweight 

world  title defense against former four-division world champion Adrien Broner behind him, boxer 

laureate Senator MANNY "Pacman" PACQUIAO is back in Manila, working three shifts and two 

jobs daily.  For Pacquiao, it's just another day in the office.  Make that offices -- his gym and the 

Philippine Senate. 

  

            Boxing's only eight-division world champion and the BWAA's reigning Fighter of the Decade, 

Pacquiao (60-7-2, 39 KOs), is putting in 14 to 16-hour days training for his upcoming fight against 

Cincinnati's Broner (33-3-1, 24 KOs) and serving his constituents.  Until the current Senate session 

ends, on December 12, Pacquiao's typical work day begins at 6:30 a.m. with a 5.2-mile run followed 

by strength and conditioning work.  After that it is breakfast and Senate work, followed by a two-hour 

gym session. Following a quick lunch, Pacquiao is off to the Senate where his second work day 

begins around 1:30 p.m. and usually ends no earlier than 8:30 p.m., where he heads home to dinner 

with his family. 

  

            On Monday, Pacquiao, one of the few senators to take on the cigarette/tobacco lobby, gave a 

speech to the plenary making another push for his Senate Bill 1599, which he first introduced in 2017, 

seeking to raise the excise tax on tobacco products.  

            

            Citing the benefits of "The Sin Tax Reform Act," which was passed in 2012, and resulted in a 

significant  decrease in the number of smokers, Pacquiao said, in a privilege speech, "The main 

objective for the proposal of this bill is to save lives.  This goes to show that increasing tobacco tax 

works.  However, because of increasing incomes and population, it is expected that, without any 

increase in the tobacco tax, we can expect one million new smokers by year 2022."  Additionally, 

Pacquiao said that the number of Filipino smokers would decrease by one million while generating 30 

to 40 billion pesos in incremental revenues.  Pacquiao's entire text of his speech can be accessed via 

this link: https://senate.gov.ph/press_release/2018/1126_pacquiao1.asp.   

  

            Once the Philippine Senate session concludes, Manny will return to his home in General 

Santos City where he will continue training.  There will be one interruption -- his fortieth birthday 

celebration on December 17.   Pacquiao and his team will depart for the U.S., on December 22, and 

begin phase two of his training at Freddie Roach's Wild Card Boxing Club in Hollywood, Calif. 

  

            Regarding Pacquiao's first week of training camp, here is what the team had to say.       

             

            "It is good to be back home in the Philippines.  It is time to get to work.  I have to really focus 

and train hard for this fight," said Pacquiao.  "I am excited for January 19.  Excited to be facing Adrien 

Broner.  Excited to be back at the MGM Grand Garden Arena, my second home, fighting in front of 

my fans."  

https://senate.gov.ph/press_release/2018/1126_pacquiao1.asp


  

            "Training has been good so far.  It is great to be back to training.   After two weeks, we will be 

in very good condition.  Manny is still very aggressive and still hungry.  I have to make sure that we 

do our best as trainers to prepare Manny for Adrien Broner just like we did for the Lucas Matthysse 

fight," said Buboy Fernandez, Pacquiao's trainer.   

  

            Added Justin Fortune, Pacquiao's strength and conditioning coach, "We have had good 

training sessions.  We started the week off slowly with light training , but it has become stronger as 

the week progressed because Manny came into camp in great shape.  He is very fresh and very 

strong." 

             

            A three-time Fighter of the Year, Pacquiao, who hails from Sarangani Province in the 

Philippines, is the only sitting Congressman and Senator to win a world title.  After serving two terms 

as Congressman, Pacquiao was elected to a Philippine Senate seat in May 2016, capturing over 16 

million votes nationally.  Pacquiao’s boxing resume features victories over at least seven current and 

future Hall of Famers, including Oscar De La Hoya, Ricky Hatton, Marco Antonio Barrera, Erik 

Morales, Miguel Cotto, Shane Mosley, and Juan Manuel Marquez.  In his last fight, with Philippine 

President Rodrigo R. Duterte and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad in attendance (the 

first time two heads of state attended a championship boxing event), Pacquaio, 39, regained the 

welterweight title for a fourth time with a vintage performance on July 15 at Axiata Arena in Kuala 

Lampur, Malaysia, by knocking out defending WBA champion Lucas Matthyssee in the seventh 

round. 

  

            The Pacquiao vs. Broner world championship event will take place Saturday, January 19 at 

the MGM Grand Garden Arena.  Pacquiao vs. Broner and its co-main event fights will be produced 

and distributed live by SHOWTIME PPV® and presented by Premier Boxing Champions beginning at 

9 p.m. ET / 6 p.m. PT. 

 

            Promoted by MP Promotions, Mayweather Promotions and TGB Promotions in association 

with About Billions Promotions, remaining tickets to the Pacquiao vs. Broner welterweight world 

championship event are priced at $1,500, $1,000, $750, $500, $300, $200, $100, not including 

applicable service charges, and can be purchased online through AXS.com, charge by phone at 866-

740-7711 or in person at any MGM Resorts International box office. 

  

************************** 

  

About Showtime Networks Inc.  

Showtime Networks Inc. (SNI), a wholly-owned subsidiary of CBS Corporation, owns and operates 

the premium television networks SHOWTIME®, THE MOVIE CHANNEL™ and FLIX®, and also offers 

SHOWTIME ON DEMAND®, THE MOVIE CHANNEL™ ON DEMAND and FLIX ON DEMAND®, and 

https://www.axs.com/events/352364/crawford-vs-horn-tickets


the network's authentication service SHOWTIME ANYTIME®. Showtime Digital Inc., a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of SNI, operates the stand-alone streaming service SHOWTIME®. SHOWTIME is currently 

available to subscribers via cable, DBS and telco providers, and as a stand-alone streaming service 

through Apple®, Roku®, Amazon, Google and Samsung. Consumers can also subscribe to 

SHOWTIME via Hulu, YouTube TV, Sling TV, Sony PlayStation® Vue and Amazon Channels. SNI 

also manages Smithsonian Networks™, a joint venture between SNI and the Smithsonian Institution, 

which offers Smithsonian Channel™, and offers Smithsonian Earth™ through SN Digital LLC. SNI 

markets and distributes sports and entertainment events for exhibition to subscribers on a pay-per-

view basis through SHOWTIME PPV®. For more information, go to www.SHO.com 

  

About Premier Boxing Champions 

The Premier Boxing Champions series was created and is produced by Haymon Sports, LLC. It 

features the most accomplished and decorated array of international professional boxing talent 

across the most popular weight divisions. 

  

About MGM Grand Garden Arena 

The MGM Grand Garden Arena is home to concerts, championship boxing and premier sporting and 

special events. The Arena offers comfortable seating for as many as 16,800 with excellent sightlines 

and state-of-the-art acoustics, lighting and sound. Prominent events to date have included world 

championship fights between Evander Holyfield and Mike Tyson as well as Floyd Mayweather vs. 

Canelo Alvarez as well as Floyd Mayweather vs. Manny Pacquaio; and concerts by The Rolling 

Stones, Madonna, Elton John, Bruce Springsteen, Paul McCartney, Bette Midler, George Strait, 

Justin Timberlake, Beyonce, U2, Lady Gaga, Bruno Mars, Coldplay, Alicia Keys, Jimmy Buffett and 

the Barbra Streisand Millennium Concert. The MGM Grand Garden Arena also has been home to 

annual events including the Academy of Country Music Awards, the Billboard Music Awards, 

iHeartRadio Music Festival, Pac-12 Men’s Basketball Championship and Frozen Fury NHL pre-

season games hosted by the Los Angeles Kings. 

  

#          #          # 

  

CONTACTS: 

SHOWTIME Sports:  (212) 708-1339 

Tim Smith: Premier Boxing Champions: timothy@haymonboxing.com 

Fred Sternburg, Manny Pacquiao: (303) 548-0707 / Toofred@aol.com 

Nicole Craig, Mayweather Promotions: (702) 807-1788 

TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 

Steve Pratt, BZA/SHOWTIME: (310) 408-4555 

Katharine Sherrer, MGM Resorts International: (702) 692-6700 
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